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wWily ne split
from Krishna

Continued from Page One

“Nobedy i the templo said anything to me
about the money. I had to ask for it. They finally
gave it to mo: They knew I had caught them being

oatl, B
“1 dpn't care whether they think I'm a demon

“because. I left the temple. I remember them toll-

' ing ma over and over again when I first went into [

" the movement that my fathier and mother were
demons.”

For a long time Shapiro believed it, but then
he thought about the Old Testament's. commund-
ment W “honor thy father and thy mother,” and
now he says:

*I anybody ever cared for a son, my father
certainly did, He and my mother did everything
thay could to try to help me and see me happy,
They were mever apainst my belief in Krishna.
They were nevor against the religion, They were’
concorned because I'm a diabetic and they were
afruid [ wouldn't get the proper treatment.

“I want them to know that at a certain point
in my Kfe I didn't understand or appreciate the
help they wanted Lo give me, At this point T cun
appreciate that they care about me and love me,”

The sldor Shapiros exhausted every possi-
bility aad all hut exhausted their resources in
their efforts to wean their son away from the
Hare nms, Because they feared he might not
be mwntally stable, they had him confined to
McLoan Mospital in Belmont unti) such time us a

_Judge ruled om the basis of psychiatric evidence
that Eddle Skapiro was competent to make his
own decisions, )

Tho father also tried, vainly, to persqadc 4
court ¥ appoint him permanent guardian of his

1 son. Im that capacity,the doctor would have heen
ublc}:o‘hu:p young Shapiro away from the Hare

nas,: .

Eddie Shapiro says now, “I would like to help

the puronts of a lot of kids who are in the same

{:oamon @ was. The parents care about the kids,

ut It socias as if the kids go away and don't want
to have anything to do with them.”

The Hare Krishnas gave him the name Basu

' Gopal and married him off to a devotee named
"Sumarl.

“We had two children, who are with her ei-
ther at the Krishna farm in West, Virginia or in
the Cleveland tample, but she didn't even like me
from the wery beginning,” he said. “She wasn't
the least bit nice to me, and that didn't seem to
me to be-observing the Krishna teachings. But the
Krishna muperiors did nothing about it, They
sided with her because she was making a lot of
money for the movement.

“She actually deserted me, They encouraged
her Lo do it. She was a very big collector for them.
She: brought in $2000 every week. .

™1 gotrthe feeling they considered the amount
of ‘money made for them was more imporlant
than 'her relationship with me as my wife, and |
didn't-consider that religions. Wouldn't it bother
you'lf someons else had control over your wife?”
. ‘Thedmpression is that he doesn't want to at- .

.tack the movement unreservedly, He hasn't cut al} ¢
his ties with the Hare Krishnas. He visits the Bos-
ton temple, but his reason for doing so is now
ironle. Tom years ago, he went to the Hare
Krishnas to be taught what he thought then was
“the ideakism of a perfect faith.”

“I go back to the temple now,” he says, “be-
cause I'd'3ke to help them out. I iry to set them
straight. 1 think they have a misconception of
thelr own religion. I¥ they really want to help
people and change the world for the better, they
have to come up with some practical approach
that people can understand.”

deally, be xays, Hure Krishna should be en-

“couragring people to practice the principles and

| philosophy of their own religion,

The day finally came, he said, when he real-
ized “yow didn’t have to follow their rules to love
God and help other people.”

The rules included injunctions against cating
meat, fish or egys, against smoking and drinking,
aguinat gambling and “frivolous sporls’ such as
playing baacball or;a pinball machine or even
watching television; and against more than one

i 8ax wet por month and then only for procreational
purposes.

“ :‘;-

. “ . n * ‘ suﬂ'l'holobyoombmm
Eddie Shapiro with Sumarti,

And cach Hare Krishna is expected to spend
al leust two hours a day saying a short prayer to
Lord Xrishna 16 times for cach of 108 beads on a
string — a total of 1728 times. ’ .

. “Ican't follow those rules now,” Eddie Sha-
piro said. “It's not my lifestyle, It's too separate
from the world, ‘

“1 seek truth, and my feeling is that truth is
in any religion that teaches goodness,” he says,
“I'm glad I went through it all. It helped me jn my
search for truth,” .




