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¥ 'Hare Krishna uptake: Cult or:

. walid religion? -.: L el
’ It seems to depend on w:.%1 you

k at things. ¢ - . -: @ 7 B
moomoamaamm in the bitter domestic

furor that can be generated in fami- -

lies over & controversial belief, one

wonders which side — pro of con .

— is the more extreme.

The point seems pertinent to me
the hassle surrounding & -

in light of

South Florida ‘couple, Kmaﬂ ubww

v

Marshs Rosenthal. i

_They were wrenched apart by

ll-meaning pareats who, so the
o g Marshe kidnaped-
her Hare Krishna hus-
band and “deprogrammed.” But she-
_went back to him finally = and "o.

be children, right?:

story goes, had

away from

the sect.
These must
Kids don’t know any better.

_ Marsha Rosenthal is 31 years om‘m,.

Her husband is 33.

_ . So much for the free will of con-

senting adults. -

I FIRST became conscious of the-
Hare Krishnas in the late 1960s. 1t -
was downtown Flagler Street on 2 .
came in their
. saffron robes, shaking rattles, beat-

hot day. Here they
ing sacred tom-1oms, chanting. -
The Krishnas,

fearful, are cultists,
somehow dangerous.

God, Moonies,

guru or that.

in the eyes of the.
and thereiore :
Besides, the’
untry has become & nmmm.aﬂw mix :
MM mmwwomm groups — Children of
Scientologists, Peo-.
ple’s Temple folk, followers of this

Ink CULT does have a powertul .
. appeal in this torbulent society. It _
"’teaches ¢ ghsolutes. One does not’
have to think about values or grap-
ple with right and wrong. Just be- '’
lieve. Great for ex-drug addicts. -
With the rise of modern sects,;

. ..nvmwm #lso came into existence a bi-§

. zarre professional: the religious kid-'
naper, snatching people away for
deprogramming.: Sometimes: : it
worked, and the errant offspring of*
frantic parents returned to the fold:

- of middle-class values, -traditional’

religious ethic and respectable ma-.
terialism. i #pinsol >80

_vs..Some cults are undoubtedly dan=!
- gerous. The horror of the Jim Jones:
. -mass ' murder-suicide rites in 'Guy-"

. ana showed the extremes to which
* the far-out can go. 7 "1 TliZiceey DR

..~ But stand back for am objective:

_look-and you sometimes  wonder’
why one movement is called &%
“cult’’ and another is not. One
man’s cult is also another’s belief.
All of us, in some way, seek a
mesans of making sense out of this
crazy world in which we live. . _ ..‘._

ONE GROUP chants, ‘ another
prays. Some .people sit in a circle'
and say “Ommmmmmmm.” Some
become ° born-again  Christians.:

_Some join the Republican Party. I'm
sort of a nut sbout jogging. As for
-brainwashing, did you ever watch a

" Billy Graham TV special?

- . The Hare Krishnas, as far as I
know, are & legal and legitimate en-,
terprise. They have a constitutional

_ right to practice religion as they

please. From what Pve read in The
Godhead, the sect’s Eastern beliefs
are rooted in ancient virtues: love,
devotion, discipline. :

Cult? Sect? Religion? o

Twenty years ago, while Bving in
‘Tennessee, I became fascinsted by a
group of monks who lived in & com-
mune at Gethsemane, Ky. I would
grive up with my family, just -to

_ soak in the peace of the place.

These monks were mer wWho'd.
. zejected the real world and retrest-
ed into cloister. They lived by 12th
_Century disciplines of toil and gbso-
jute silence. They'd get up in the
middie of the night tc do strange
chants. But I doubt if any was ever
kidnaped and deprogrammed. .

Their commune was called a.
_monastery. . .
.~ The -men were Catholics, the .
chants Gregorian.

They were Trappists.
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